Pre Professional Parent Roundtable
Meeting Minutes  - 1/7/09

· Purpose/Mission of Program
· Educate
· Outside the studio
· How do these opportunities for pre pro differ from non pre pro
· Workshops:  Exclusive and closed to pre pros only.  Workshops are listed on timeline.
· Train:  Only pre pros received written evaluations/assessments from their instructors
· Access:  The pre pro financial aid scale is set at a higher level.  Meaning a pre pro student has the opportunity to receive a higher percentage off their tuition than a non pre pro student.  Pre pros also receive transportation priority on the van depending on route parameters.  
· Counsel:  personal sessions with Amy to discuss goals, assist with summer and college program search.
· Quote from parent: “Without the counseling sessions, we would have picked the wrong summer program.  We knew what program to pick based on the personal suggestions Amy gave us.”
· Timeline

· New and revised timeline was in packet.  The timeline will be posted on the website under pre professional program
· Summer Program Planning

· Benefits
· A way to branch and network with other choreographers, organizations, and colleges as well as receive excellent and beneficial instruction.
· Quote from parent:  “Through my daughters experience with her summer study at University of the Arts in Philadelphia, she knew she wanted to go to college in a big city.  Also, one of the same teachers during her summer experience came to her college as a guest choreographer.”
· COCA opportunity

· As members of the pre pro program, students are able to receive 50% off one summer intensive at COCA.
· Summer intensives will be listed on website under pre professional program.  
· College

· Counseling sessions are key for choosing the right school for you.
· Through COCA’s alumni database, we can put you in touch with students that go or have went to the schools you are looking at.
· Contact those alums and ask questions that a college guide does not tell you
· Ask to visit and stay with COCA alums
· Ideas on how to get alums in contact with current students

· Alumni Panel – when alums are home on break, gather them all together with current students for a Q&A workshop

· A simplified list of Who Went Where – list of names and schools
· Record alum experiences

· Communication

· How can COCA better communication with pre pro students and parents?
· All schedules, timelines, updated info, and helpful information will be posted on COCA’s website
· Instructions on how to get to pre professional page
· Go to www.cocastl.org/student.  Click on “Pre Professional”.  Click on updated info then choose your selection.
· Parent Quote: “Lets put the communication into our/students hands.  If we or our students feel the need for counseling, class selection, summer/college guidance, etc., then we can initiate the communication with Amy or Sarah.”

· Contact information
· Amy Scheers: ascheers@cocastl.org or 314-725-1834 x126
· Sarah McKenney: smckenney@cocastl.org or 314-725-183
· National Honor Society of Dance Arts

· Exclusive to pre professional program
· Start keeping track of points in middle school (6th grade).  
· 100 points from middle school can be transferred
· 500 points to be inducted into program
· Senior and Junior year – have point sheets turned in March
· Seniors and Juniors will be inducted into program, and induction ceremony will take place during cast party in April
· Point sheet will be posted on website under pre professional program
· Volunteer Opportunitites


· We need volunteers to supervise the TIP/Pre Pro students after the get off the van before and in between their classes.  Volunteers are able to help and tutor with school work.
· Many ideas were put on the table and parents are welcome to implement these ideas.
