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COCA ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS &
NAMES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ST. LOUIS (October 20, 2025)—COCA — Center of Creative Arts, the fourth largest multidisciplinary
community arts center in the U.S. and a regional hub for learning through the arts, announces the appointment
of eight new members to its Board of Directors, as well as its Executive Committee, for the 2025-2026 year.

The new members of the Board of Directors are:

o Thesina Adams, Senior Lead Product Owner, Wells Fargo Advisors. Adams is a purpose-drive servant
leader with over 20 years of experience championing strategic enterprise initiatives for Fortune 500
companies.

¢ Erica Bouchard, Wealth Advisor, Focus Partners Wealth. Bouchard is a seasoned wealth advisor with
over 23 years of experience in the financial industry.

¢ Rasheen Coleman, Director of Advancement Programs, Washington University in St. Louis.
Coleman’s experience includes over a decade in nonprofit and local government work.

e Carolyn Brown (Littlefield), Senior Director, Marketing — Innovation, Anheuser-Busch. Brown is a
marketing professional with extensive experience at Anheuser-Busch and has a passion for mentoring
and developing people.

o Kurt Gerdes, President, TransLine 49. Gerdes’ background includes organizational development,
lobbying, and fundraising.

e Susan Lynch, Community Volunteer. Lynch is a community-minded individual with a passion for the
arts and St. Louis.

o Merritt Mamroth, Vice President, Single Coverage Banker, JP Morgan. Mamroth has diverse
experience in business through his career in banking and entrepreneurship.

e Lesley Sanchez, Partner, Anders. Sanchez is a CPA with experience working with banking and
financial institutions and privately held companies.

“As COCA enters our 40th anniversary year, we are honored to welcome eight new members to our Board of
Directors,” said Indigo K. Sams, COCA President & CEO. “Each member brings valuable experience, diverse
perspectives, and a shared commitment to our mission that will help deepen our impact. We’'re also proud to
introduce our Executive Committee, a group of exceptional leaders who will guide our organization in this
milestone year."

2025-2026 Executive Committee

Kristin Johnson, Chief Transformation Officer, Edward Jones

Hope Abramov, Partner, Thompson Coburn, LLP

Bill Bradley, Marketing & Communications Independent Agent

Lisa Guirl, Community Volunteer

Tyler Meyr, Executive Director, Lamar Johnson Collaborative

Ricky Nix, Jr., President, Butler's Pantry

Brian Thomas, Interim Head of School, Saul Mirowitz Jewish Community School
Sherri Tichenor, Head, Acct. BP CS, Global Seeds & US, Bayer U.S. — Crop Science
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2025-2026 Board Members

Thesina Adams, Sr. Lead Product Owner, Wells Fargo Advisors*

Lael Bagnall, Community Volunteer

Nancy Barnes-Ault, VP & Community Relations Officer, Regions Bank

Ann Beatty, Founder/CEO, Beatty Leadership

Erica Bouchard, Wealth Advisor, Focus Partners Wealth*

Carolyn Brown (Littlefield), Sr. Director of Innovation, Anheuser-Busch*

Hunter Brown, Partner, Moneta Group

Rebecca Brown, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Initiatives, Washington University in St. Louis
Leslie Burrows, Executive Director of Residential Property Management, Sansone Group
Brian Chao, Chief Financial Officer, Starkloff Disability Institute

Catherine Codispoti, Sr. Vice President, Chief of People, Mercy

Rasheen Coleman, Director of Advancement, Washington University in St. Louis*

Gina Eanes, Financial Advisor, Prudential Advisors

Erica Glanz, Sr. Counsel — Employment & Sr. Director, Diversity & Inclusion, Bunzl Distribution
Kurt Gerdes, President, National, Business Development Executive, TransLine 49 Environmental Services*
Suzanne Johnson, Community Volunteer

Donna LaVoie, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences, Saint Louis University

Susan Lynch, Community Volunteer*

Steve Mackin, President and CEO, Mercy

Merritt Mamroth, Vice President, Single Coverage Banker, JP Morgan®

Melissa Merlin, Community Volunteer

Daffney Moore, Consultant

Riisa Rawlins, CEO, St. Louis Regional Health Commission

Lesley Sanchez, Partner, Anders*

Meg Schneithorst, President, St. Louis Region, Enterprise Bank & Trust

Anna Tegethoff, Director of Philanthropy, Tegethoff Development

Ann VonAllmen, Community Volunteer

Susan Werner, Designer, Whimsy Rose

*New Board Member for 2025-2026
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ABOUT COCA

COCA's mission is to enrich lives and build community through the arts. For 40 years, COCA has served as a
regional hub for learning in and through the arts for all ages from all backgrounds. One of the most celebrated

cultural institutions in St. Louis, COCA’s arts programs reach nearly 60,000 students, audience members,
artists, and families from more than 250 zip codes every year. The fourth largest multi-disciplinary arts
organization in the country, COCA is committed to supporting the vitality and creativity of more than 200
artists at the heart of their work in schools, community centers, local business, cultural organizations, and
onsite at its campus in University City.
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