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COCA ANNOUNCES PREMIERE OF NEW DANCE PRODUCTION: 

ILLUMINATED ECHOES 
Choreographer Tommie-Waheed Evans Blends Dance, Light, & Sound for Visually Stunning Performance 

 
ST. LOUIS (November 25, 2025)—COCA (Center of Creative Arts) will present Illuminated Echoes, a full-
length dance work created by award-winning artist Tommie-Waheed Evans and performed by COCA’s modern 
and contemporary pre-professional dance artists, December 12–14, 2025. This high-energy production 
combines movement, light, and sound to create an unforgettable experience that celebrates innovation, 
rhythm, and community.  
 
Illuminated Echoes is inspired by the light installations of artist James Turrell and is set to a dynamic sound mix 
designed by Uwazi Zamani and featuring music by Sexyy Red, Dawn Richard, Travis Scott, ClicheMorph, and 
Josephine Baker.  
 
“We are so excited to share Illuminated Echoes by award-winning choreographer Tommie-Waheed Evans. 
This production is the first of its kind at COCA, showcasing our commitment to aligning with the ever-changing 
dance landscape,” said Kirven Douthit-Boyd, COCA Interim Artistic Director of Dance. “Inspired by the work of 
renowned artist James Turrell, with sound design by Uwazi Zumani, and costume design by Shevaré Perry, 
this work follows an incredible emotional and aesthetic arch that is sure to leave audiences wanting more.” 
 
Through this work, audience members take part in a sensory journey that challenges how they think about 
performance and encourages them to see space and movement in new ways. On-stage seating options 
provide audience members with a close-up, immersive experience. 
 
“The light, the sound, and the costume design work together to blur edges and create a sense of infinity, but 
the true core of the piece is the dancers. These young artists are pushing the limits of their technique, their 
imagination, and their courage,” said Tommie-Waheed Evans, Illuminated Echoes choreographer. “The 
dancers here are fearless and open, and COCA creates an environment where young artists are encouraged 
to take real risks. This piece asks them to step into a world that feels immersive and perceptual, where light 
becomes a partner in the choreography.” 
 
Following the Friday, December 12 performance, COCA will host an Artist Talk-Back with Evans to discuss 
Illuminated Echoes and his work that brings together urban street dance styles and contemporary dance 
through bold and raw movements propelled by gospel music and polyrhythmic sounds.  
 
Performances are Friday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.; and 
Sunday, December 14 at 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. Tickets to Illuminated Echoes are $31 and the Artist Talk-
Back are $5. Tickets may be purchased at cocastl.org or by contacting the COCA Box Office at 314.561.4873. 
The performance is recommended for ages six and older. 
 
The 2025–2026 COCApresents Season is presented by Amy, Sacha, and Gray Lefton and is supported by 
Mercy, Missouri Arts Council, and Regional Arts Commission.  
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ABOUT COCA 
COCA’s mission is to enrich lives and build community through the arts. With a commitment to equity and 
access, COCA serves as a regional hub for learning in and through the arts for all ages from all backgrounds. 
One of the most diverse cultural institutions in St. Louis, COCA serves more than 65,000 students, audience 
members, artists, and families from more than 300 zip codes every year. The fourth largest multi-disciplinary 
arts organization in the country, COCA is committed to supporting the vitality and creativity of more than 200 
artists at the heart of their work in schools, community centers, local business, cultural organizations, and 
onsite at its campus in University City. 
 
ABOUT TOMMIE-WAHEED EVANS 
2021 Guggenheim Fellow Tommie-Waheed Evans (Los Angeles, California) began his formal training with 
Karen McDonald before receiving a fellowship at the Ailey School, and a Master of Fine Arts in Choreography 
from Jacksonville University. He has toured and performed nationally and internationally as a company 
member of Lula Washington Dance Theater, Complexions Contemporary Ballet, and Philadanco. Since 2004, 
he has created more than 50 original dance works that range widely in scope, length, tone and subject matter. 
waheedworks, his Philadelphia based dance company, is the primary vehicle for his creative research. The 
company’s mission is to create a radically collaborative body of work that speaks to the human condition. 
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